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FILM SUMMARY  

AWARDS & RECOGNITIONS  

 

¶ 

¶ 

¶ 

¶ 
 

 



 
 

 
 

ABOUT THE 

FILM  

 

Deep in the sun-blistered Sonora desert beneath a cicada tree, Arizona 

border police discover a decomposing male body. Lifting a tattered T-

shirt, they expose a tattoo that reads ñDayani Cristalò. 

Who is this person? What brought him here? How did he die?  

And whoðor whatðis Dayani Cristal? 

 

GENERAL 

GUIDELINES 

FOR USING 

FILM IN THE 

CLASSROOM  



 
 

 
 

Film as a Source for Teaching About Latin America   

¶ 

¶ 

¶ 

¶ 

¶ 

Resources for Using Films in the Classroom  

¶ 

¶ 

http://stonecenter.tulane.edu/
http://stonecenter.tulane.edu/pages/detail/48/Lending-Library
http://isa.unc.edu/
http://isa.unc.edu/film-library


 
 

 
 

Guidelines for Implementing Film in the Classroom  

Introduce the theme before you introduce the film 

K-W-L works for viewing as well as reading 

Making predictions 

http://www.learnnc.org/lp/pages/6457
http://www.learnnc.org/lp/pages/6457


 
 

 
 

Asking essential questions 

Building on learning 
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Website 

Resources  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dialogue 

Journals: 

Preparing to 

Watch the Film  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ 
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¶ 
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¶ 

http://whoisdayanicristal.com/about
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/book/who-is-dayani-cristal/id888047387?mt=11
https://www.dropbox.com/s/cub6sdmvuejr65w/Who%20is%20Dayani%20Crystal.pdf?dl=0
http://whoisdayanicristal.com/impact
http://whoisdayanicristal.com/downloads/WhoIs-ToolKit-GathrScreening-Toolkit.pdf
http://whoisdayanicristal.com/about


 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Geography  

 

 

 

 

 

Film 

Comprehension  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

http://whoisdayanicristal.com/downloads/action_toolkit/WhoIs-ToolKit-GeneralDiscussion.pdf
http://whoisdayanicristal.com/downloads/action_toolkit/WhoIs-ToolKit-GeneralDiscussion.pdf
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Reflective 

Essay  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over the past several years I have spent a great deal of time 

contemplating the meaning of a ñhumane borderò and whether such a 

thing is even possible in a post-9/11, increasingly globalized world. The 

coupling of securitization and the ñwar on terrorò with unauthorized 

migration has made achieving truly comprehensive immigration reform 

and a ñhumane borderò a very untenable and politically difficult 

prospect.  

Perhaps it is easier to contemplate what a humane border is not. A 

humane border is not one in which persistent systems of inequality exist 

between two neighboring countries. In the case of the United States, it is 

not one in which a community is forced to police its own people and 

https://www.aclu.org/feature/arizonas-sb-1070
http://www.ncsl.org/research/immigration/analysis-of-arizonas-immigration-law.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/research/immigration/analysis-of-arizonas-immigration-law.aspx
http://www.usnews.com/debate-club/is-arizonas-sb-1070-immigration-law-constitutional
http://www.usnews.com/debate-club/is-arizonas-sb-1070-immigration-law-constitutional
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DkFJE8ZdeG8
http://lyricstranslate.com/en/latinoamerica-latinoamerica.html#ixzz417XdP6gC


 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extension 

Projects:  

Immigration  

others who resemble them as has been the case in southern border 

communities. It is not one in which immigrant communities live in fear of 

the law enforcement agencies sworn to protect and serve them due to fear 

of deportation. A humane border is not one where people can be stopped 

and questioned based on ñreasonable suspicionò of being undocumented 

largely because of the color of their skin and class status. It is not one 

where it is a crime to transport a migrant dying of dehydration to the 

hospital. A humane border is not one where peopleôs rights to due 

process is violated through the course of a mass immigration trial that 

systematically criminalizes an entire subgroup and simultaneously 

contributes to the mass incarceration of people of color while driving the 

growth of the private detention facility industry. In the case of Mexico, a 

humane border is not one in which the deaths and disappearances of 

tens-of-thousands of people can take place with impunity. 

Toward the beginning of ñWho Is Dayani Cristal?,ò Gael García Bernal 

states ñIn life he was considered invisible, an illegal. Now in death, he is 

a mystery to be solved.ò Our goal as scholars and humanitarians must be 

to work to make migrantsô deaths less of a mystery and their lives less 

invisible. This goes for people on both sides of the border. If we are able 

to accomplish this, then I believe we will begin to move towards a 

ñhumane borderò. 
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http://whoisdayanicristal.com/learn
http://whoisdayanicristal.com/learn
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http://www.amazon.com/First-Crossing-Stories-About-Immigrants/dp/0763632910
http://www.amazon.com/First-Crossing-Stories-About-Immigrants/dp/0763632910
http://www.rethinkingschools.org/ProdDetails.asp?ID=9780942961317
http://www.rethinkingschools.org/ProdDetails.asp?ID=9780942961317
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B003K16PB4/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?ie=UTF8&btkr=1
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https://teachinglatinamericathroughliterature.wordpress.com/november-2012-the-circuit/
http://www.rethinkingschools.org/ProdDetails.asp?ID=9780942961317


 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

http://education.nationalgeographic.org/archive/xpeditions/activities/13/boundary.html
http://education.nationalgeographic.org/archive/xpeditions/activities/13/boundary.html
https://www.google.com/search?q=National+Geographic+Bounday+Ballads&ie=utf-8&oe=utf-8
http://education.nationalgeographic.org/archive/xpeditions/activities/13/popup/WhoSang.html


 
 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.tolerance.org/lesson/immigration-myths
http://www.pbs.org/independentlens/newamericans/newamericans.html
http://www.pbs.org/independentlens/newamericans/quiz.html
http://www.pbs.org/independentlens/newamericans/quiz.html
http://www.pbs.org/independentlens/films/undocumented/


 
 

 
 

 

http://theundocumented.com/
http://www.utexas.edu/cola/hemispheres/_files/pdf/migration/Understanding_Migration.pdf


 
 

 
 

RELATED 

RESOURCES 

FOR TEACHING 

ABOUT 

IMMIGRATION  

 

 

Childrenõs Literature 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CCMQFjAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.leeandlow.com%2Fimages%2Fpdfs%2Famelia.pdf&ei=8AsrVJPOI8PxoAS3w4HwDQ&usg=AFQjCNHjSZeE-qL7wzumbNimHIEn-UeMMA&sig2=1JCubiN9hz7MB9sYoBUNqQ
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CCMQFjAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.leeandlow.com%2Fimages%2Fpdfs%2Famelia.pdf&ei=8AsrVJPOI8PxoAS3w4HwDQ&usg=AFQjCNHjSZeE-qL7wzumbNimHIEn-UeMMA&sig2=1JCubiN9hz7MB9sYoBUNqQ


 
 

 
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB4QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.leeandlow.com%2Fimages%2Fpdfs%2Fgrapes.pdf&ei=RgwrVPPMF8upogS44YHIBg&usg=AFQjCNFm7RAXiRk1cdQOdquNKUjEjCOJXA&sig2=MvSTFwFExsYugXkcMeipFQ&bvm=bv.76477589,d.cGU
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB4QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.leeandlow.com%2Fimages%2Fpdfs%2Fgrapes.pdf&ei=RgwrVPPMF8upogS44YHIBg&usg=AFQjCNFm7RAXiRk1cdQOdquNKUjEjCOJXA&sig2=MvSTFwFExsYugXkcMeipFQ&bvm=bv.76477589,d.cGU


 
 

 
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB4QFjAA&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.leeandlow.com%2Fbooks%2F2405%2Fteachers_guide&ei=xwsrVPGMD4beoASosoHwCA&usg=AFQjCNFRUQws5LTPAJ_9fz79vokrm1QjWA&sig2=KzzVEQ7Qs-KYxC2KqWjc-w
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB4QFjAA&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.leeandlow.com%2Fbooks%2F2405%2Fteachers_guide&ei=xwsrVPGMD4beoASosoHwCA&usg=AFQjCNFRUQws5LTPAJ_9fz79vokrm1QjWA&sig2=KzzVEQ7Qs-KYxC2KqWjc-w


 
 

 
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB4QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.leeandlow.com%2Fimages%2Fpdfs%2Fstorytellers_candle_TG.pdf&ei=rAsrVOLSFtKoogTY0YLYBg&usg=AFQjCNF2uXexEAsWqk2wZoPcJ0xSWw3VeA&sig2=r4zLbgtRtg0dFvonN2cyIg
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB4QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.leeandlow.com%2Fimages%2Fpdfs%2Fstorytellers_candle_TG.pdf&ei=rAsrVOLSFtKoogTY0YLYBg&usg=AFQjCNF2uXexEAsWqk2wZoPcJ0xSWw3VeA&sig2=r4zLbgtRtg0dFvonN2cyIg


 
 

 
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CCAQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.leeandlow.com%2Fimages%2Fpdfs%2Fxochitl_tg.pdf&ei=KQkrVOehI-GIjAKNzYHoCw&usg=AFQjCNHwoZB2-A7lPOiBqfKA4sM2KXkpaQ&sig2=LsR4KswmU_xLoRrwGIn6QQ&bvm=bv.76477589,d.cGE
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CCAQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.leeandlow.com%2Fimages%2Fpdfs%2Fxochitl_tg.pdf&ei=KQkrVOehI-GIjAKNzYHoCw&usg=AFQjCNHwoZB2-A7lPOiBqfKA4sM2KXkpaQ&sig2=LsR4KswmU_xLoRrwGIn6QQ&bvm=bv.76477589,d.cGE


 
 

 
 

Young Adult Literature  

http://90milestohavana.weebly.com/about-the-unit.html
http://90milestohavana.weebly.com/about-the-unit.html
http://90milestohavana.weebly.com/about-the-unit.html
http://laii.unm.edu/outreach/common/educators-guides/2012-03_Before-we-were-Free.pdf
http://laii.unm.edu/outreach/common/educators-guides/2012-03_Before-we-were-Free.pdf
http://laii.unm.edu/outreach/common/educators-guides/2012-03_Before-we-were-Free.pdf
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB4QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.randomhouse.com%2Fcatalog%2Fteachers_guides%2F9780375858383.pdf&ei=3gcrVKqiLYnUiwKovYCoAQ&usg=AFQjCNGD6HYrauIT4VOnyC5Y2UvZSCrc_g&sig2=F_CqA7mpo13Y8mTu31Et6g&bvm=bv.76477589,d.cGE
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB4QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.randomhouse.com%2Fcatalog%2Fteachers_guides%2F9780375858383.pdf&ei=3gcrVKqiLYnUiwKovYCoAQ&usg=AFQjCNGD6HYrauIT4VOnyC5Y2UvZSCrc_g&sig2=F_CqA7mpo13Y8mTu31Et6g&bvm=bv.76477589,d.cGE


 
 

 
 

http://www.scu.edu/ethnicstudies/fjimenez/study/breakingthrough.cfm
http://www.scu.edu/ethnicstudies/fjimenez/study/breakingthrough.cfm


 
 

 
 

http://www.enriquesjourney.com/educators-students/
http://www.enriquesjourney.com/educators-students/
http://www.enriquesjourney.com/educators-students/
http://laii.unm.edu/outreach/common/educators-guides/2013-04_Journey-of-Dreams.pdf
http://laii.unm.edu/outreach/common/educators-guides/2013-04_Journey-of-Dreams.pdf
http://laii.unm.edu/outreach/common/educators-guides/2013-04_Journey-of-Dreams.pdf


 
 

 
 

https://teachinglatinamericathroughliterature.wordpress.com/october-2014-la-linea/
https://teachinglatinamericathroughliterature.wordpress.com/october-2014-la-linea/
https://teachinglatinamericathroughliterature.wordpress.com/october-2014-la-linea/
http://laii.unm.edu/outreach/common/educators-guides/2013-03_Leaving-Glorytown.pdf
http://laii.unm.edu/outreach/common/educators-guides/2013-03_Leaving-Glorytown.pdf
http://laii.unm.edu/outreach/common/educators-guides/2013-03_Leaving-Glorytown.pdf


 
 

 
 


