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Rethinking Columbus



M
orning G

irl 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Both
Star Boy

  •   H
er favorite tim

e of day is m
orning

  •   She w
akes up early before  

everyone else.

  •   She is a girl.

  •   She has very vibrant dream
s.

  •   Som
etim

es she gets very annoyed  
w

ith Star Boy.

  •   She is very excited about the new
 sister.

  •   She is very curious about how
 she looks.

  •   She feels very protective of Star Boy.

  •   Star Boy gives her the nam
e The O

ne  
 W

ho Stands Beside M
e.

  •   She is the first one to see  
the Europeans.

  •   She thinks the Europeans look odd. •   They are both Taino

•   They have the sam
e parents.

•    They both notice things about na-
ture.

•    They are both nervous and scared 
w

hen M
other doesn’t com

e hom
e w

ith 
new

 baby.

•    They both realize they are closer to 
each other than they thought.

•    They both have special nam
es  

that relate to nature and a tim
e of 

day.

•   H
is favorite tim

e of day is night.

•   H
e w

akes up late, and  
goes to bed late.

•   H
e is a boy.

•   H
e sees things as being  

upside dow
n.

•   H
e eats a lot, he is alw

ays hungry.

•   H
e likes to play and som

etim
es  

m
akes m

esses.

•   H
e’s not so sure he w

ants  
another sister.

•   H
e pretends to be a rock w

hen he’s  
afraid he w

ill be in trouble.

•   H
e gets stuck in a hurricane, but  

survives by hanging onto a tree.

•   H
e learns he has to  

grow
 up and start acting older.
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W
ords...w

hat kinds of things does the 
character say?

Feelings...how
 are the character’s feelings 

described?
Actions...w

hat kinds of things does the 
character do?

Appearance...w
hat does the  

character look like according to the de-
scription in the book?

W
hat do you like 

about the character?

W
hat do you not like 

 about the character?

N
am

e of character



W
ords...w

hat kinds of things does the 
character say?

• She corrects Star Boy a lot w
hen she feels like he’s 

doing som
ething w

rong.
• She asks lots of questions like w

hen she w
ants to 

know
 w

hat she looks like.
• She  says she lost the canoe w

hen it w
as really Star 

Boy.
• She w

elcom
es the explorers and tells them

 w
here to 

leave their canoe.

Feelings...how
 are the character’s feelings 

described?

• She likes the aloneness of the m
orning.

• She gets annoyed w
ith her little brother.

• She is excited about her new
 sister.

• She feels scared w
hen her m

other doesn’t com
e 

back w
ith the new

 sister.

• She w
orries about Star Boy w

hen he goes aw
ay from

 
the house.
• She feels em

barrassed by Star Boy’s actions at the 
celebration, but also loyal - that’s w

hy she runs and 
yells, too.
• She’s m

ore excited about the explorers she sees 
from

 the shore.

Actions...w
hat kinds of things does the 

character do?

• M
orning G

irl gets upset w
ith her brother w

hen he 
m

akes m
esses or is loud, she tries to correct him

 and 
tell him

 how
 to act.

• M
orning G

irl w
alks on the beach and explores in the  

m
orning, alw

ays trying to preserve nature.
• She tries to get her brother to com

e hom
e w

hen he 
thinks he’s in trouble over the canoe.
• She sticks up for her brother at the celebration.
• She tries to w

elcom
e the explorers w

hen she sees 
them

 from
 the shore.

Appearance...w
hat does the  

character look like according to the de-
scription in the book?

The book describes M
orning G

irl like this “She has 
a chin like a starfish, and brow

s like w
hite clouds on 

the horizon.  H
er nose w

orks.  H
er cheeks sw

ell into 
m

ountains w
hen she sm

iles.  The only thing that is 
right about her is her ears.”  (p. 33-4).

“...faces w
ere clear, their brow

s straight as canoes, 
and their chins as narrow

 and clean as lem
ons...” (p. 

35).

W
hat do you like 

about the character?

She sticks up for her brother.  She
appreciates all of the nature

surrounding her.  She is curious.

W
hat do you not like 

 about the character?

N
am

e of character

M
orning G

irl
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