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http://www.imdb.com/search/name?bio=Award
http://www.imdb.com/search/name?bio=Award
http://www.imdb.com/search/name?bio=Award
http://whichwayhome.net/about-the-filmmakers.html
http://whichwayhome.net/about-the-filmmakers.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b43dYQG4kuY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b43dYQG4kuY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b43dYQG4kuY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b43dYQG4kuY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yMW0xfGyzTs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yMW0xfGyzTs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yMW0xfGyzTs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yMW0xfGyzTs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yMW0xfGyzTs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yMW0xfGyzTs
http://whichwayhome.net/the-making-of.html
http://whichwayhome.net/the-making-of.html


 

 

GENERAL 

GUIDELINES FOR 

USING FILM IN THE 

CLASSROOM 

Film as a Source for Teaching About Latin 

America   

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Resources for using films in the classroom 

 

 

Guidelines for Implementing Film in the Classroom 

Introduce the theme before you introduce the film 

http://stonecenter.tulane.edu/
http://stonecenter.tulane.edu/
http://stonecenter.tulane.edu/pages/detail/48/Lending-Library
http://stonecenter.tulane.edu/pages/detail/48/Lending-Library
http://isa.unc.edu/
http://isa.unc.edu/film-library
http://www.learnnc.org/lp/pages/6457


 

 

K-W-L works for viewing as well as reading 

Making predictions 

Asking essential questions 



 

 

Building on learning 

 

 

MEET THE CAST   

) 

http://whichwayhome.net/meet-the-children.html
http://whichwayhome.net/meet-the-children.html
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Writing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Extension Projects: 

Immigration 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.amazon.com/First-Crossing-Stories-About-Immigrants/dp/0763632910
http://www.rethinkingschools.org/ProdDetails.asp?ID=9780942961317
http://www.rethinkingschools.org/ProdDetails.asp?ID=9780942961317
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B003K16PB4/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?ie=UTF8&btkr=1


 

 

 

 

 
 

 

https://teachinglatinamericathroughliterature.wordpress.com/november-2012-the-circuit/
http://www.rethinkingschools.org/ProdDetails.asp?ID=9780942961317


 

 

 

 

 

http://education.nationalgeographic.org/archive/xpeditions/activities/13/boundary.html
http://education.nationalgeographic.org/archive/xpeditions/activities/13/boundary.html
http://education.nationalgeographic.org/archive/xpeditions/activities/13/boundary.html
https://www.google.com/search?q=National+Geographic+Bounday+Ballads&ie=utf-8&oe=utf-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=National+Geographic+Bounday+Ballads&ie=utf-8&oe=utf-8
http://education.nationalgeographic.org/archive/xpeditions/activities/13/popup/WhoSang.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.tolerance.org/lesson/immigration-myths
http://www.pbs.org/independentlens/newamericans/newamericans.html
http://www.pbs.org/independentlens/newamericans/quiz.html


 

 

http://www.pbs.org/independentlens/films/undocumented/
http://theundocumented.com/
http://www.utexas.edu/cola/hemispheres/_files/pdf/migration/Understanding_Migration.pdf


 

 

 

RELATED RESOURCES 

FOR TEACHING ABOUT 

IMMIGRATION 

 

  

Children’s Literature 



 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CCMQFjAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.leeandlow.com%2Fimages%2Fpdfs%2Famelia.pdf&ei=8AsrVJPOI8PxoAS3w4HwDQ&usg=AFQjCNHjSZeE-qL7wzumbNimHIEn-UeMMA&sig2=1JCubiN9hz7MB9sYoBUNqQ
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CCMQFjAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.leeandlow.com%2Fimages%2Fpdfs%2Famelia.pdf&ei=8AsrVJPOI8PxoAS3w4HwDQ&usg=AFQjCNHjSZeE-qL7wzumbNimHIEn-UeMMA&sig2=1JCubiN9hz7MB9sYoBUNqQ
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB4QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.leeandlow.com%2Fimages%2Fpdfs%2Fgrapes.pdf&ei=RgwrVPPMF8upogS44YHIBg&usg=AFQjCNFm7RAXiRk1cdQOdquNKUjEjCOJXA&sig2=MvSTFwFExsYugXkcMeipFQ&bvm=bv.76477589,d.cGU
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB4QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.leeandlow.com%2Fimages%2Fpdfs%2Fgrapes.pdf&ei=RgwrVPPMF8upogS44YHIBg&usg=AFQjCNFm7RAXiRk1cdQOdquNKUjEjCOJXA&sig2=MvSTFwFExsYugXkcMeipFQ&bvm=bv.76477589,d.cGU


 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB4QFjAA&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.leeandlow.com%2Fbooks%2F2405%2Fteachers_guide&ei=xwsrVPGMD4beoASosoHwCA&usg=AFQjCNFRUQws5LTPAJ_9fz79vokrm1QjWA&sig2=KzzVEQ7Qs-KYxC2KqWjc-w
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB4QFjAA&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.leeandlow.com%2Fbooks%2F2405%2Fteachers_guide&ei=xwsrVPGMD4beoASosoHwCA&usg=AFQjCNFRUQws5LTPAJ_9fz79vokrm1QjWA&sig2=KzzVEQ7Qs-KYxC2KqWjc-w


 

 



 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB4QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.leeandlow.com%2Fimages%2Fpdfs%2Fstorytellers_candle_TG.pdf&ei=rAsrVOLSFtKoogTY0YLYBg&usg=AFQjCNF2uXexEAsWqk2wZoPcJ0xSWw3VeA&sig2=r4zLbgtRtg0dFvonN2cyIg
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB4QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.leeandlow.com%2Fimages%2Fpdfs%2Fstorytellers_candle_TG.pdf&ei=rAsrVOLSFtKoogTY0YLYBg&usg=AFQjCNF2uXexEAsWqk2wZoPcJ0xSWw3VeA&sig2=r4zLbgtRtg0dFvonN2cyIg


 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CCAQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.leeandlow.com%2Fimages%2Fpdfs%2Fxochitl_tg.pdf&ei=KQkrVOehI-GIjAKNzYHoCw&usg=AFQjCNHwoZB2-A7lPOiBqfKA4sM2KXkpaQ&sig2=LsR4KswmU_xLoRrwGIn6QQ&bvm=bv.76477589,d.cGE
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CCAQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.leeandlow.com%2Fimages%2Fpdfs%2Fxochitl_tg.pdf&ei=KQkrVOehI-GIjAKNzYHoCw&usg=AFQjCNHwoZB2-A7lPOiBqfKA4sM2KXkpaQ&sig2=LsR4KswmU_xLoRrwGIn6QQ&bvm=bv.76477589,d.cGE
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CCAQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.leeandlow.com%2Fimages%2Fpdfs%2Fxochitl_tg.pdf&ei=KQkrVOehI-GIjAKNzYHoCw&usg=AFQjCNHwoZB2-A7lPOiBqfKA4sM2KXkpaQ&sig2=LsR4KswmU_xLoRrwGIn6QQ&bvm=bv.76477589,d.cGE


 

 

Young Adult Literature 

http://90milestohavana.weebly.com/about-the-unit.html
http://90milestohavana.weebly.com/about-the-unit.html
http://90milestohavana.weebly.com/about-the-unit.html


 

 

http://laii.unm.edu/outreach/common/educators-guides/2012-03_Before-we-were-Free.pdf
http://laii.unm.edu/outreach/common/educators-guides/2012-03_Before-we-were-Free.pdf
http://laii.unm.edu/outreach/common/educators-guides/2012-03_Before-we-were-Free.pdf
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB4QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.randomhouse.com%2Fcatalog%2Fteachers_guides%2F9780375858383.pdf&ei=3gcrVKqiLYnUiwKovYCoAQ&usg=AFQjCNGD6HYrauIT4VOnyC5Y2UvZSCrc_g&sig2=F_CqA7mpo13Y8mTu31Et6g&bvm=bv.76477589,d.cGE
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB4QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.randomhouse.com%2Fcatalog%2Fteachers_guides%2F9780375858383.pdf&ei=3gcrVKqiLYnUiwKovYCoAQ&usg=AFQjCNGD6HYrauIT4VOnyC5Y2UvZSCrc_g&sig2=F_CqA7mpo13Y8mTu31Et6g&bvm=bv.76477589,d.cGE
http://www.scu.edu/ethnicstudies/fjimenez/study/breakingthrough.cfm
http://www.scu.edu/ethnicstudies/fjimenez/study/breakingthrough.cfm


 

 

http://www.enriquesjourney.com/educators-students/
http://www.enriquesjourney.com/educators-students/
http://www.enriquesjourney.com/educators-students/


 

 

http://laii.unm.edu/outreach/common/educators-guides/2013-04_Journey-of-Dreams.pdf
http://laii.unm.edu/outreach/common/educators-guides/2013-04_Journey-of-Dreams.pdf
http://laii.unm.edu/outreach/common/educators-guides/2013-04_Journey-of-Dreams.pdf
https://teachinglatinamericathroughliterature.wordpress.com/october-2014-la-linea/
https://teachinglatinamericathroughliterature.wordpress.com/october-2014-la-linea/
https://teachinglatinamericathroughliterature.wordpress.com/october-2014-la-linea/
http://laii.unm.edu/outreach/common/educators-guides/2013-03_Leaving-Glorytown.pdf
http://laii.unm.edu/outreach/common/educators-guides/2013-03_Leaving-Glorytown.pdf
http://laii.unm.edu/outreach/common/educators-guides/2013-03_Leaving-Glorytown.pdf


 

 



 

 

http://laii.unm.edu/outreach/common/educators-guides/2012-02_Return-to-Sender.pdf
http://laii.unm.edu/outreach/common/educators-guides/2012-02_Return-to-Sender.pdf
http://laii.unm.edu/outreach/common/educators-guides/2012-02_Return-to-Sender.pdf
http://laii.unm.edu/outreach/common/educators-guides/2012-11_The-Circuit.pdf
http://laii.unm.edu/outreach/common/educators-guides/2012-11_The-Circuit.pdf
http://laii.unm.edu/outreach/common/educators-guides/2012-11_The-Circuit.pdf
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=3&ved=0CC0QFjAC&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.scu.edu%2Fethics%2Fpublications%2Fcblp%2Fresponsibility%2FThe-Circuit-Lesson-Plan.pdf&ei=4ggrVIL1JYGkigLu8oDQCA&usg=AFQjCNHXFvEjCCn6ALuhzzOU0CR7m1Zp5Q&sig2=OYPWRc5swMvGMrfkTrqNZw&bvm=bv.76477589,d.cGE&cad=rja
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=3&ved=0CC0QFjAC&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.scu.edu%2Fethics%2Fpublications%2Fcblp%2Fresponsibility%2FThe-Circuit-Lesson-Plan.pdf&ei=4ggrVIL1JYGkigLu8oDQCA&usg=AFQjCNHXFvEjCCn6ALuhzzOU0CR7m1Zp5Q&sig2=OYPWRc5swMvGMrfkTrqNZw&bvm=bv.76477589,d.cGE&cad=rja
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=3&ved=0CC0QFjAC&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.scu.edu%2Fethics%2Fpublications%2Fcblp%2Fresponsibility%2FThe-Circuit-Lesson-Plan.pdf&ei=4ggrVIL1JYGkigLu8oDQCA&usg=AFQjCNHXFvEjCCn6ALuhzzOU0CR7m1Zp5Q&sig2=OYPWRc5swMvGMrfkTrqNZw&bvm=bv.76477589,d.cGE&cad=rja


 

 

http://laii.unm.edu/outreach/common/educators-guides/2013-12_The-Girl-Who-Could-Silence-the-Wind.pdf
http://laii.unm.edu/outreach/common/educators-guides/2013-12_The-Girl-Who-Could-Silence-the-Wind.pdf
http://laii.unm.edu/outreach/common/educators-guides/2013-12_The-Girl-Who-Could-Silence-the-Wind.pdf
http://laii.unm.edu/outreach/common/educators-guides/2013-12_The-Girl-Who-Could-Silence-the-Wind.pdf
http://laii.unm.edu/outreach/common/educators-guides/2012-12_The-Red-Umbrella.pdf
http://laii.unm.edu/outreach/common/educators-guides/2012-12_The-Red-Umbrella.pdf


 

 

Films 

http://laii.unm.edu/outreach/common/educators-guides/2012-12_The-Red-Umbrella.pdf


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

ABOUT  

THIS GUIDE 

 

http://laii.unm.edu/outreach/common/film-guides/Which-Way-Home.pdf
http://laii.unm.edu/outreach/common/film-guides/Which-Way-Home.pdf
http://laii.unm.edu/outreach/common/film-guides/Which-Way-Home.pdf
http://laii.unm.edu/outreach


Instructions for Dialogue Journal 

The following is adapted from Linda Christensen’s book Reading, Writing and Rising Up (2000, p. 48-49) 

 

Dialogue Journal for Film: Guiding Ideas 

As you watch the film, keep track of scenes or dialogues that you want the class to come to for discussion, or that 
you want to think about more.  Use your Observations and Reflections table to list the specific scene or dialogue, 
and to write your reaction.  The following are ideas to help you think about what you are viewing. 

1. SOCIAL QUESTIONS: Look for race, class, and gender inequalities.  Write what you notice and how it 
makes you feel, or why you think it’s important.   

2. GREAT WRITING: Listen for a line, a phrase, or an entire dialogue that you think is great writing (or 
speaking if this film is a documentary).  Think about how you might “steal” some ideas or words to use 
in your own writing or speaking.  Listening for good examples will help you to become a better speaker 
and writer. 

3. QUESTIONS: It could be that you don’t understand something that is going on in a movie.  These 
questions usually lead to reach classroom discussion. 

4. TALK BACK: Get mad at a character or narrator.  Talk back.  Disagree. These are also great discussion 
starters. 

5. MEMORIES: Every dialogue or scene changes somewhat depending upon the viewer and his or her 
experiences.  You might hear yourself saying, “That reminds me of . . .” What memories click when you 
watch the film? 

6. AHA’S: As you watch a movie, you might start to notice a thread that you want to follow.  Keep track of 
these.  When it comes time to write an essay or answer an extended response question, you will have the 
evidence that you need. 

7. OTHER READINGS OR FILMS: Sometimes when we watch a film, other films or books come to mind.  
It’s good to write those down. 

8. VISUAL TECHNIQUES: Above, I asked you to keep track of great writing or speaking, but I’d also like 
you to watch for great visual techniques: use of imagery, flashback, scenery, filming style, etc.  Notice the 
things that work and how they help to further the purpose of the film. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ACTIVITY SHEET FOR DIALOGUE JOURNAL 

 

NAME_____________________________________________________ DATE_________________________ 

 

OBSERVATIONS/QUOTES 
 

REACTIONS & REFLECTIONS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


