
amy ReeCe: 
ConTRoVeRsial ConquisTadoR: a 
uniT plan on Juan de oñaTe

“Don Juan De Onate’s 1598 Taos Visit” and “Trading at Taos Pueblo, 1635,” by Giovanna Paponetti. Taos Timeline 
Mural, near City Hall. 1998. 

Reprinted under CC © from Rarewren.

This unit consists of three lesson plans that first introduce some of the controversy over public art 
that celebrates Oñate and then guides students into analysis of several Oñate documents and final-
ly gives them the chance to present mini-documentaries about these documents to their classmates. 
In this unit, the mini-documentaries are produced using iMovie, but could also be done with Win-
dows MovieMaker. Of course, low-tech options, such as posters, also exist.

 \ The Controversy

 \ The Documents

 \ The Documentary Project










