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Students will learn about pivotal people and events and how they shaped New Mexico history by 
“following” the Camino Real from Mexico through to New Mexico. It is important for students 
to have a framework for understanding the Spanish colonization of New Mexico and its effect on 
indigenous peoples here. This is also a unit focusing on change as it relates to a meeting of differ-
ent cultures and the effects of human interaction. Artifacts, primary documents, literature and mu-
sic will be used whenever possible to complete the historical picture. Use of these items will pro-
vide hands-on opportunities for students to participate in understanding and appreciating history.

 \ Why Start in Mexico?

 \ The Meeting: Spaniards and Aztec/Mexica

 \ Juan de Oñate and the Camino Real








