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Building a unit of study regarding the conquest of Mexico for students in New Mexico poses a 
bit of a challenge. Obviously Cortés and Columbus never came to New Mexico. These names 
are mentioned only briefly in the standards. But the same system of expansion used on the Mex-
ica people in what is now Mexico was put to use in New Mexico as well. Since there are greater 
resources available for studying the conquest of Mexico than of New Mexico, a strong foundation 
in the patterns of conquest will enable students to “read between the lines” of the New Mexico 
sources. Students will analyze the patterns of Spanish expansion in the Americas by defining it, 
describing the primary characteristics of it, and creating analogies by explaining it to other people. 
The unit is designed to allow students to “be” historians, look for patterns in history that are larg-
er than the individuals who participated in them, and challenge different interpretations.
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