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Statue of Juan de Oñate.  Reprinted under CC © from SLV Native. 

These are three lesson plans that can be added to a European Exploration unit. The subjects of 
the three lessons are Oñate, the Pueblo Revolt, and Po’pay. Students will understand the roles of 
Oñate and Po’pay in New Mexico history. Students will understand events leading to the Pueblo 
Revolt. Fifth grade students tend to view issues in very “good guy versus bad guy” terms. [These 
lessons lead students] to look at issues critically and to realize that one must always look at the 
different points of view of the “players” in history. By learning the stories of Oñate and Po’pay, 
and looking at the controversy of the statues, students will understand Spanish viewpoints of con-
quest and exploration and the points of view of the Native people and how European exploration 
and settlement effected them.
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 \ The Pueblo Revolt

 \ Po’pay










