An Introduction to Nahuatl:
The Language of the Aztecs
Abelardo de la Cruz, University of Utah

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 29 • 3:00 PM • Register to attend at: https://bit.ly/3kIYvX5
In this workshop, students will have their first exposure to the Nahuatl language and culture.
The language we will focus on is the variety from the municipality of Chicontepec, in the
Huasteca region of northern Veracruz, Mexico. Overall, students will learn about the culture
where the language is spoken and practice situations such as how to introduce themselves, how
to introduce another person, and students will learn how to use the several expressions of
farewells. Come to learn Nahuatl! Knowledge of Spanish is not required for this workshop.
Abelardo de la Cruz is a Nahuatl native speaker from Chicontepec, in the north of Veracruz, Mexico. Currently, he is
a Ph.D. candidate in Anthropology at the University of Albany, SUNY. He obtained his master ’s degree in Humanistic
and Educational Research (2015) and a bachelor ’s degree in Law (2012) from the Autonomous University of
Zacatecas (UAZ). This academic year (2021-2022) he serves as a Nahuatl instructor in the Department of World
Languages and Cultures at the University of Utah where he teaches for the Salt Lake Community College, the
University of California, Berkeley. Mr. de la Cruz is a coauthor of the book "Citlalmachiyotl, a colonial drama of the
Three Kings" and published a book chapter titled "The value of custom and Christianity in the discourse of Nahua
catechists from the Huasteca region.” Currently is a fellow of the American Philosophical Society.

This lecture is free and open to the public. Individuals of all abilities are encouraged to attend LAII-sponsored
events. If you are a person with a disability who requires a reasonable accommodation in order to participate in
one of our events, please visit laii.unm.edu/events/accessibility.html. You can find more information on available
accommodations on the UNM Accessibility Resource Center website. For more information, visit laii.unm.edu or
contact laiioutreach@unm.edu.

