RETSHIANA

Researching Paraguayan Guarani: The

Minoritized Language of the Majority
Josefina Bittar, PhD candidate and LAII PhD fellow

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 * 3:00 PM + Register to attend at: https://bit.ly/3kLFKkk

Paraguayan Guarani, one of the native languages of Paraguay, is spoken by more than
80% of the country’s population. However, despite government and societal efforts,
Spanish remains the language of prestige, required for education opportunities and
social mobility. In this presentation, Josefina Bittar will discuss the characteristics of
Guarani-Spanish bilingualism in Paraguay, the importance of documenting linguistic
practices in the country, and the role of researchers in challenging the population’s
internalized prejudices about languages and their speakers.

Josefina Bittar is a PhD candidate in the Department of Linguistics and an LAIl PhD fellow. Her main
research interests include language contact and bilingualism, and linguistic variation in multilingual
communities.
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This lecture is free and open to the public. Individuals of all abilities are encouraged to attend LAIlI-sponsored events. If you
are a person with a disability who requires a reasonable accommodation in order to participate in one of our events, please
visit laii.unm.edu/events/accessibility.html. You can find more information on available accommodations on the UNM
Accessibility Resource Center website. For more information, visit laii.unm.edu or contact laiioutreach@unm.edu.



