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Multilingualism, Language Contact, and
Language Endangerment in Paraguay

Jens Van Gysel, PhD Student,
UNM Department of Linguistics

Paraguay s

Join the UNM and CNM Latin American Studies (LAS) programs for the first
presentation in their Spring 2019 LAS Lecture Series as Jens Van Gysel, PhD
Student in the UNM Department of Linguistics, shares a presentation on the

sociolinguistic situation and language revitalization in Paraguay.

The South American Republic of Paraguay is typically thought of as a textbook example of a bilingual nation:
Spanish and Paraguayan Guarani are co-official languages, and the Constitution of 1991 defines Paraguay as a
"multicultural and bilingual nation”. Nevertheless, according to the most recent census, 1.6% of the country's
population belongs to one of nineteen distinct indigenous groups, each with their own language and culture.
This talk will first discuss the general sociolinguistic situation of these indigenous Paraguayan languages.
Then, it will zoom in on the Sanapana language, which belongs to the Enlhet-Enenlhet family, and discuss

ongoing language revitalization efforts going on in the Sanapana community of La Esperanza.

Van Gysel's research is mainly focused on language documentation and description in South America
(specifically, the Chaco region), language typology, and language change. He is currently working on a
documentation and description project of Sanapana (Enlhet-Enenlhet, Paraguay). Previously, he obtained an
MA in Linguistics from Leiden University, and an MA in English and Spanish language and literature from

Ghent University.
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