THE COLONIAL MAYA TEXTS:

RECENT CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE THEORY
OF SEMIOTIC TRANSLATION

Dr. Ramon Arzapalo Marin

12:00-1:00 p.m.

Thursday, March 21, 2013
801Yale Blvd NE ( LAIl Conference Room)

Please join us for a special
presentation by Dr. Ramén
Arzapalo Marin, a LAII
Visiting Scholar from the
Instituto de Investigaciones
Antropoldgicas at the Univer-

sidad Nacional Auténoma de

México.

This presentation will draw

upon the research that Dr.

Arzapalo has done while here
at UNM. He will discuss how
“Maya civilization is charac-

terized by the development

of a complex writing system

that allowed members of this high culture to record their scientific, artistic and especially
their historical texts. For a thorough understanding of their messages it is necessary to
become acquainted with the script that they used for books, murals, and stellae. We pro-
vide an overview of the structure and development of the hieroglyphs or written signs
relied on by the Maya for these records until the arrival of the Spaniards.

We offer a critical analysis of the nature of this script based on recent, extensive research
on documents of the Colonial period. The analysis of an encoded text taken from The
Book of Chilam Balam of Chumayel is key to laying the foundation for a solid method-
ology for interpreting pre-Columbian texts written by the Maya. However, in order to
correctly interpret the messages indicated by the analytical components, it is important
to also consider such pragmatic information as their place in history and the surround-
ing social interrelations. The heuristic of our analysis should clarify some intercultural
phenomena, usually overlooked since the 16th century, that have damaged interethnic

relations.”

This event is sponsored by the LAII and is free and open to the public. Light refresh-
ments will be served. For more information, contact the LAII at (505) 277-2961 or visit

us online at http:/laii.unm.edu/events. The photograph is from the Dresden Codex.
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