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From the City
Dump to the 
Concert Halls:  
The Journey of the 
Manuel Areu Collection

Join the LAII and University Libraries for a presentation with Dr. 

Javier Lorenzo, a Richard E. Greenleaf Visit ing Library Scholar,  

as he discusses the “Manuel Areu Project” of the UNM Honors 

College. 

Looking for objects to use in his sculpture work, in 1952 artist 

Frederick Sommers discovered a collection of musical and 

drama manuscripts in a garbage dump in the town of Jerome, 

Arizona. This discovery was the beginning of the Manuel Areu 

Project,  which has since entai led the documentation and 

preservation of these materials,  among them scores and 

personal documents belonging to Manuel Areu (1845-1944). 

Areu, a composer, viol inist ,  actor,  and impresario, traveled in 

Spain, Cuba, Mexico, and the southwestern US. His recaptured 

materials i l lustrate his individual endeavors as well  as the 

broader context of important social and polit ical change.
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