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Rationale

Students too readily accept everything that they read in books as
“THE TRUTH.” Teachers often hear, “Well, I read it in the
book. It must be true.” or “It was on the news, in the newspaper,
or in a magazine.” Unfortunately too many students hear teachers
say that if it’s in the book, then it must be so. Much of what has
been called history has been recorded as such by men of the
dominant culture of that society. The men who write the text,
have decided what should be recorded and what is important.
There is litde written about women let alone minority women.
Innumerable students have deducted that since women and
members of minority groups rarely appear in history texts they
have contributed little to history. As an outcome of this unit,
students will begin to question the authenticity of what they read
and what is the history of other groups of people.

By including the subject of women in the study of history and
culture, students will be forced to use non-traditional sources for
research. These sources can range from journals/diaries, paint-
ings, letters, novels of that era, court records, tombstones, lyrics
of songs, and in religious documents or traditions. Students
given these kinds of documents must learn to read and ask
questions, not just to read, accept, and answer questions at the
end of the chapter. As a result of this unit, students will learn to
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read, question, to make connections, and to develop hypotheses of the history of women and other groups
of people who are not members of the dominant elite.

This unit will be divided into two parts. The first will encourage students to construct a history of women

of African slave decent in the countries of Brazil, Haiti, and Jamaica. Secondly, they will write a paper in
which they defend the data they have developed.

Objectives

* Students will demonstrate their ability to question what read, see, or hear.

Students will demonstrate their ability to question about who is missing from their history texts.
Students will demonstrate their ability to work cooperatively.

Students will demonstrate their ability to do a research paper using primary documents or by using non-
traditional research documents.

*
*

%

Time Needed

This unit of study will take approximately one month. Students will meet in block rosters.

Lesson 1:

The class will be divided into three groups designated by the teacher. The groups will be told to choose its
own faciliator, recorder, time keeper, and a person who will be in charge of the file. Each group will be
given several textbooks on world history and American history. They will be given handouts on which the
following instructions and questions will be asked:

Using the books that I've given each group, write down the following things you discover about women:
1. in the Table of Contents or in a random chapter

2. in the Index

3. in the pictures or illustrations

4. in the captions under the pictures and the illustrations

Your group will now summarize/compile in written form:

1. What was found in the four areas?
2. What kinds of differences were found between the books?

The groups will report out on their findings. The results should be recorded on experience chart paper
(large chart paper generally used by primary teachers) a separate sheet for each group. Have the students

compare/contrast the responses of the three groups. Ask the students why they think their results occurred.

Next, have the students repeat the same activity substituting African Americans for women.
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Lesson 2:

The students will be given five minutes to write a reflection on what they know about slavery in the Americas.
They will be asked to share out ( verbally share their thoughts or writings. On experience chart paper, their
responses will be recorded. After the students have finished sharing, they will be asked what countries were
they talking/writing about? They will be asked, What countries make up the Americas? A map will then be
posted and a review will be held on the countries. They question will be posed if any student knows anyone
who lived in South America, Central America, the Caribbean, or Canada. They will share what they
“know” about that particular culture. Next they will be asked to write a reflection on what they know about
slavery in Brazil, Haiti, or Jamaica. Their responses will be recorded on chart paper labeled either Brazil,
Haiti, or Jamaica. This chart paper should remain hanging and dated.

The students will be told that they will continue to work in the same cooperative learning groups. In
addition, the group members must decide if the various group roles will remain static or if they will rotate.

They will be given a packet of articles, primary sources, and some traditional texts on slavery in their as-
signed country of either Brazil, Haiti, or Jamaica. The teacher should then coach the students into defining
primary and secondary sources. Also, primary sources should be identified and posted in the room so that

the students learn them to the automatic level. Various types and locations of secondary sources will be
identified.

After reading the information, they should then determine:

1. what they know
2. what they need to know
3. where they need to go to get the information

Lessons 3 and 4:

The teacher should review how to footnote and to cite quotes. Proper bibliography form should also be
taught and practice given in both these areas.

Lessons B to &

The students should be working and researching their designated country. They should bring in new
information each class session to share with their group. Each time they should also review and answer:

1. what they know
2. what they need to know
3. where they need to go to get the information

_ As the groups are working the teacher should circulate and spend time with each group. The teacher can, by
this process, answer questions, evaluate group progress, and coach the group on in their work.
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Lesson 9

The group will report out on their findings and present their position and supporting information to the
class. The students will then entertain questions from their peers. The part of the class not presenting will
evaluate the group which did present. They will also be asked to write about what they learned from the
presentation.

The presenting group will write a reflection about their process and their product. They will be asked:

1. What did you like best about your project?

2. What could you have done better?

3. What did you learn?

4. What grade do you think your group deserves?

5. Write three possible essay questions to ask the class.
Lesson 10:

The students will hand in their research papers. They will again be asked to write a reflection for five
minutes on what they know about slavery in Brazil, then Haiti, and finally, Jamaica. The students will share
out indicating the country they are speaking about. The teacher will record the information as it is said on
experience chart paper. The students and teacher will then compare the original experience chart paper with
the new. The differences will be indicated.
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