GABRIEL GARCIA MARQUEZ/COLOMBIA

by
Maria del Carmen Graham

Valley High School

1505 Candelaria Rd, NW
Albuquerque, NM 67107
505-345-9021

Level: high school
Course:  Spanish

Lesson Overview

The lesson plan included is for a high school, Spanish Literature
class, it will be taught entirely in Spanish. The attached questions
are to be used as a study guide for the short story La Santa written
by Gabriel Gdrcia Mdrquez, and should be in Spanish. The
questions are very basic, in order to verify comprehension by the
students of a writing style and vocabulary that is more complex
that what they are accustomed to reading.

The lesson plan consists of two parts. The first part will be the
research by the students of the South American country of
Colombia, birthplace of Gabriel G4rcia Marquez. The second
part will be to read the short story “La Santa” by the 1982, Nobel
Prize winner for literature, Gabriel Gdrcia Mdrquez. The students
will then compare the short story to the movie “Miracle in Rome”
also authored by Gabriel Gdrcia Mdrquez. The story “The Saint”
is from a collection of short stories written by Gércia Mdrquez
called “Strange Pilgrims” which is the English translation of his
book “Doce Cuentos Peregrinos.”

1. The students will investigate and broaden their knowledge
about the country of Colombia. The students will log onto the
Latin American Data Base at the University of New Mexico to
read, answer questions and report on current events on Colombia.
The students will also log onto Internet and other sources to research
the country of Colombia its resources, form of government, etc.
The students will write in Spanish a report on the article or
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information they were assigned to investigate. The students will also be expected to do an oral report in
Spanish to the class on their report.

2. The students will learn about Colombian author, Gabriel Gércia Mdrquez, winner for the Nobel Prize for
Literature in 1982. We will watch the movie “Miracle in Rome” which was written by M4rquez. The
students will read, analyze and answer the study guide questions to the short story “The Saint.” The movie
“Miracle in Rome” includes the use of magical realism as its theme. The short story is a continuation of the
movie. The students will be expected to analyze, discuss and compare the book and the movie.

Notes

Nobel Prize for Literature: The Nobel Prizes are awarded each year in the following fields; physics, chemistry,
physiology or medicine, literature, economic science and peace. Established by Alfred Bernhard Nobel, who
specified that the awards be made “to those, who during the preceding year shall have conferred the greatest
benefit on mankind”. The first awards were made in 1901.

Magical Realism: Magical realism is a styalistic technique that combines the imaginary and what is real in

such a manner that the reader accepts it as real. This style, although not originated by Gabriel Gércia
Mirquez, reached its zenith in his works.

Lesson 1: Columbia

Time Needed

Time three days over a two week period

Objectives

* Gabriel Gdrcia Mdrquez was born in Aracataca, Colombia in 1928. Before the students are introduced to
his writings they will research the country of Colombia.

* Students will research the history, economy, people, land, and location of the country Colombia.

* Students will do an oral presentation on their research of Colombia to the class.

* Students will write a report in Spanish on their assigned topic research on Colombia.

Pre-class Prepa ration

1. Teacher must research and gather maps, pictures, books and other relevant information to get an
overview of the country of Colombia.

2. Teacher needs to set up dates when students may use the computers in the computer lab, if computers
are not available in their classrooms.
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3. Teacher must reserve media center for a one day research day. If possible have librarian show students
where and how to access information on Colombia.

4. Teacher must pair students and topics they are to research on Colombia.

Procedures

1. Ask students questions about the country of Colombia to check for knowledge, if possible show video on
this country.

2. Explain project to students to research and write down information on the topic thar they are assigned to
research with a partner. Topics: Cities and Regions, What to see and how to get there. Where to stay, eat,
sports, nighdlife, excursions. Government. History break in down in different periods so that different
groups will be in charge of one period. Some groups will be given specific dates and topics about news

articles that they will research using the Latin American Data Base at the University of New Mexico.

3. Take students to computer lab to research and gather information. (One day, it is then up to them to
return if needed).

4. Take students to media center to research and gather information. (One day, it is then up to them to
return if needed).

5. Students will do an oral presentation in Spanish, on their investigations to the class.

6. Students will turn in a written report, a minimum of 200 words in Spanish on their assignment.

Evaluation

1. Did students comprehend how to use Internet and other sources to gather their information?
2. What changes would teacher make to the lesson plan?

3. Were the objectives met? Was students knowledge of the country of Colombia expanded?

Lesson 2: Gabriel Garcia Marquez

Time Needed

Time two weeks
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Objectives

* Acquaint students with the Nobel Prize Winner for Literature of 1982, Colombian, Gabriel Gércia
Mirquez. Introduce Mdrquez’s style of writing, including the definition of “Magical Realism.”

* Students will watch, discuss, analyze and answer questions based on the movie “Miracle in Rome.”

* Students will read, analyze, discuss, compare and contrast the short story “La Santa” to the movie
“Miracle in Rome.”

Pre-class Prcparation

1. From Internet receive information on Gabriel Gdrcia Mdrquez, that will be shared with students. (Bring
pictures of the author and other books you may have that were written by Mdrquez).

2. Copies of the short story The Saint, from the book “Strange Pilgrims” by Gabriel Gdrcia Mérquez. In
Spanish the book is “Doce Cuentos Peregrinos.”

3. Copies of study guide to be distributed to students with questions on the short story plus vocabulary to
be completed by students.

4. Movie Miracle in Rome written by Gabriel Gdrcia Mérquez.

5. Questions on the movie Miracle in Rome to be completed by students.

Procedures

1. Introduce the author to the class using his picture, books, magazine articles that you have collected.
2. Show the movie Miracle in Rome. Discuss and have students answer questions based on the movie.

3. Introduce and study the vocabulary in The Saint. Read The Saint. Use a variety of reading techniques.
Students should answer the questions based on the story. Discuss the section that was read each day.

4. Break students into groups, they will conduct an interview with each other in which they must answer
questions about the author, movie or book. Each group will be given a specific topic.

5. Test students knowledge and comprehension of the text. Evaluate your objectives.

Evaluation

1. Where your objectives met?
2. Where students able to discuss, understand and identify Magical Realism?

3. What changes would you make to the lesson plan?
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Lesson &: The Saint

Answer the following questions about the story “The Saint:”

How long had it been since the author had seen Margarito Duarte?

In what country and city does this story take place?

‘What country is Margarito from?

What is Margarito doing in the cemetary and whar does he discover?

What happened to Margarito’s wife?

How old was Margarito’s daughter when she died?

Whar miracle had occured to Margarito’s daughter?

Why does Margarito go to Rome?

Whart happened to the roses that the litte girl was holding in her hands?

. Whar did Margarito do every day?

. Why couldn’t Margarito get an audience with the Pope?

. Where did Margarito have to go to get his first audience with the Pope?

. What odor did Margarito smell?

. Was Margarito able to get an audience with the Pope? Why or why not?

. Why does Margarito write all of his expenses down with such preciseness?

. What was the author doing in Rome at the time that he met Margarito Duarte?

. Who are Maria Bella and Tia Antonieta?

. Who is Ribero Silva and what is his occupation?

. Who would answer Ribero every morning when he sang?

. Who is Maria Caniglia?

. What does Maria Bella do daily?

. What was it like to live in Rome during the month of August?

. What do the author and Ribero like to do every afternoon?

. What does Ribero do to Margarito one hot afternoon?

. What does Tia Antonieta think happened?

. Who is Lakis ?

. What happened between Lakis and Margarito in the restaurant?

. What does Lakes want to do with the saint?

. Who is Cesare Zavattini?

What does Cesare tell Margarito?

. What does Cesare tell the author?

. What does Cesare want to do?

. Did Margarito get an audience with Pope John XXIII?

. What happens at the end of the story?

. Which ending did you prefer the movie or the book? Why?

. Describe the main character

. What the central theme of this story?

. Are there secondary themes associated with this story?

. Where is the narrator? (Inside or outside the story, participating or not participating in the action)?

. What is the central conflict that forms the base for the theme? (The conflict refers to the central
problem — it may possibly suggest the theme — that is developed).
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