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African Connections in the Americas
Article Summary
Brazil: President Luiz Inacio Lula de Silva Builds Relations with African Countries
(Friday, November 14, 2003)
On his recent trip to five African nations, Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva promised help in
getting low-cost generic AIDS drugs where they are needed. He also urged the African nations to work
together with other poor and developing countries on trade issues. Brazil's trade with Africa totals US$5
billion a year just 5% of its imports and exports.

Related LADB Articles
Region: Second Africa-Latin America Summit Encourages South-South Ties
(Friday, October 30, 2009)
In late September, diplomats and heads of state from 38 South American and African countries met on
Isla Margarita, in Nueva Esparta state, Venezuela, at the II Africa-South America (ASA) Summit. The
main purpose was to create a political and ...
African Union To Haiti: Aristide's Influence And Differing Ideas On Resurrection Of
The Country
(Thursday, January 20, 2005)
Calling Haiti "an African country outside Africa," African Union (AU) commission chairman Alpha
Qumar Konare said the AU is ready to restore stability and pave the way to elections. The AU entry into
the international dilemma posed by the remova...
World Trade Organization Ruling Favors Region's Bananas, Portends Disaster In The
Caribbean
(Thursday, November 17, 2005)
Bolstered by favorable rulings from the World Trade Organization (WTO), the region's banana producers
met in Panama Nov. 15 to press the European Union (EU) to reduce tariffs designed to favor African,
Caribbean, and Pacific producers in the Eur...

Activity
You are the Minister of Culture for Brazil under the current President of Brazil. In considering a policy of
tightening relations between Brazil and various African nations, the President has run into a couple of
cultural issues that he needs your help answering and deciding. Chose one of the topics to research the
issues and report back to him:
a. Brazil and African nations are similar due to shared histories such as being former Portuguese
colonies and economic factors, such as the lack of agricultural subsidies. What other reasons
might the President have to encourage better relations between Brazil and African nations?
Planters and other impresarios in Brazil, Cuba and the United States used slave labor, importing
Africans to work on plantations and in mines in Brazil. How have those slaves contributed to the
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national or regional cultures of the countries that enslaved them? How are these contributions
similar or different depending on the country? What might cause differences in cultural
contributions?
A. For example, there seem to be many more Afro-Brazilian or Afro-Caribbean religions
than Afro-American religions. That is to say, the majority of African-Americans would
identify themselves as Christians following a Protestant denomination such as Methodist,
Episcopalian, or Southern Baptist rather than identify with an African-based religion.
b. Also, musical forms such as jazz, the blues, and rap, while based on the spiritual derived from
African musical forms, are very different from samba and Caribbean music. What might be the
reason behind differing music styles if the slaves coming to the New World basically came from
similar tribes and certainly the same region in Africa?
Looking at the history of samba and the histories of jazz and the blues, what similarities are there
between these musical forms' trajectories through time? Examine closely the original audiences
and how they became popular in the larger society. Overall, what is the degree of influence of
black music in other countries on the larger music scene? Why do you think that is? Find
examples of this influence in popular and rock music and then make your own song with
influences of jazz, blues, or samba.
c. Look at the various orishas of santeria, voodoo, and candomble. Each one is associated with a
certain natural element or has a defining characteristic. In many of the sites that discuss the
orishas, there is a pictorial representation of the orisha as well as a description of his/her powers.
Based on the description and using the pictures as a guide, create your own depiction of the
orishas.

Content Links
"Roots of Intolerance: Slavery in Brazil"
http://library.thinkquest.org/C008212F/escravidao_moderna.htm
"A History of the Samba"
http://www.brazilianmusic.com/samba.html
"A Short Historical Introduction to Capoeira"
http://www.brazilianmusic.com/capoeira/
"Africans in America"
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/home.html
"Candomblé/Umbanda?"
http://www.fortunecity.com/skyscraper/parallax/1548/id64.htm
"Carnaval!"
http://gosouthamerica.about.com/cs/southamerica/a/Carnaval_2.htm
"CIA World Fact Book: Brazil
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/br.html
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"History of Ilê Aiyê”
http://www.brasarte.com/modules/news/print.php?storyid=12
"Ifá"
http://www.cultural-expressions.com/ifa/navigatordef.htm
"Jazz"
http://www.pbs.org/jazz/
"Maps of Brazil"
http://geography.about.com/library/maps/blbrazil.htm
"Oppression and Resistance in Jamaican Reggae and Afro-Brazilian Music"
http://debate.uvm.edu/dreadlibrary/davila.html
“Origins of Samba Music”
http://www.sambacity.info/origin-of-samba.html
"Umbanda National Geographic Video”
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qyrS7TQnoAo
"Vodun and Related Religions "
http://www.religioustolerance.org/voodoo.htm
"Voodoo: The Religious Practices of Southern Slaves in America"
http://www.mamiwata.com/history1.html
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Brazil: President Luiz Inacio Lula de Silva Builds Relations with African
Countries
ISSN: 1060-4189
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By: Patricia Hynds
On his recent trip to five African nations, Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva promised help in
getting low-cost generic AIDS drugs where they are needed. He also urged the African nations to work
together with other poor and developing countries on trade issues. Brazil's trade with Africa totals US$5
billion a year just 5% of its imports and exports. Lula made promoting Western financial help for Africa's
infrastructure and general social and economic development a theme of his tour. He was accompanied by
several ministers and over 100 businesspeople.
The Brazilian president began his African trip in Sao Tome and Principe, then went to Angola and
Mozambique. Lula also visited Namibia and South Africa. He signed cooperation agreements in every
country he visited and agreed to help build pharmaceutical plants in Mozambique and Namibia to produce
generic drugs to alleviate AIDS.
Brazil, like Angola, Mozambique, and Sao Tome and Principe, is a former Portuguese colony where
Portuguese is the official language. From the 16th to the 19th century, one in three slaves shipped to the
new world ended up in Brazil, and today only Nigeria has a larger black population. Brazil imported
African slaves as late as 1850 and did not abolish slavery until 1888. Today, more than 76 million of
Brazil's population of 180 million are of African descent. Brazilian society was built through the work,
sweat, and blood of Africans, said Lula during his trip. He said Brazil wanted to repay the "debt to
Africa" by establishing a new policy of cooperation with the continent and contributing to its
development.
Lula talks trade in Angola
Lula urged the government to fight against protectionism, which, he said, causes "great damage" to
developing nations. "Developing nations must take a new role, be more demanding," he told the Angolan
parliament. "The sectors in which developing nations are most competitive are up against protectionism
by industrialized countries." Brazil, along with South Africa and India, led the developing-world push for
fairer trade rules during the failed World Trade Organization (WTO) talks in September in Cancun,
Mexico (see NotiSur, 2003-10-10). Brazil is already Angola's fourth-largest trading partner. It has
announced plans to invest some US$100 million in Angola's sugar cane industry, and a Brazilian firm
runs the bus and taxi companies in the capital Luanda.
Lula promises plant to produce AIDS drugs
In Maputo, Mozambique, Lula said Brazil would build a pharmaceutical plant to manufacture AIDS drugs
"in the near future." Meanwhile, Brazil would continue to provide Mozambique with discounted
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medicines to treat the disease. "We intend to produce anti-retroviral drugs here in Mozambique in the
shortest possible time," Lula said at a joint news conference with host President Joaquim Chissano.
Brazil has defied the international pharmaceutical companies by producing generic versions of the antiretroviral AIDS drugs despite patent issues (see NotiSur, 2001-05-25, 2003-09-05). Brazil has also
cooperated with Mozambique during the last three years in a program to train medical personnel. Besides
its program to provide AIDS drugs to those who need them, Brazil's aggressive and highly effective
media campaign to promote safe sex has helped Brazil keep the infection rate to less than 1% of its
population. This contrasts sharply with infection rates in southern Africa where they reach 30% in some
countries and about 16% in Mozambique. Almost 1.7 million of Mozambique's 17 million inhabitants are
infected with HIV, which is expected to reduce the nation's life expectancy to below 40 years by 2010.
Africa is home to more than 70% of the estimated 42 million people worldwide infected with HIV.
"The fight against HIV/AIDS is one of the greatest challenges for us, and we are confident that
Brazil's...rich experience in this regard will be a valuable contribution to our struggle against the
epidemic," Chissano said. Lula and Chissano also discussed trade ties, and Chissano expressed support
for Lula's campaign against farm subsidies. "We are sure that the role of Brazil will be crucial in our
efforts against...farm subsidies and in the struggle to obtain access for our products to the markets of the
developed world," Chissano said. Lula said countries that subsidize their agriculture sectors "lack respect
for other countries that cannot allow subsidies." He added, "We poor countries make an effort to develop
ourselves through our agricultural production, but we have to confront an unjust world market, in which
we cannot enter in conditions of equality because the others produce on the basis of subsidies." Lula and
Chissano also signed trade cooperation, food security, and mining and education agreements.
Nearly a million people in Mozambique risk serious hunger as a result of floods and droughts that have
destroyed crops. Africa and Brazil, sharing a common past, must "walk together" in efforts to improve the
lives of their people, said Lula at a state dinner hosted by Chissano. "The past and the future of our
peoples are mixed in an immense river of culture, faith, and creativity." On Nov. 7, Lula arrived in the
Namibian capital Windhoek for meetings with President Sam Nujoma regarding agriculture, public
health, technology cooperation, and increasing bilateral trade. The two leaders also discussed ways to
improve treatment for and care of AIDS patients. "We have good possibilities of increasing our bilateral
trade and investments," said Lula after meetings between members of his delegation and the Namibians.
South African visit caps trip
Before Lula arrived in South Africa on Nov. 7, South African vice minister of foreign trade Aziz Pahad
said his country wanted to strengthen the excellent relations it has with Brazil. Pahad mentioned Lula's
announcement after he took office that Africa would be "the foreign policy priority for his government."
Lula and President Thabo Mbeki discussed reform of the UN, improving bilateral economic ties, and
accelerating cooperation between the 14-member Southern African Development Community (SADC)
and Latin America's Southern Cone Common Market (MERCOSUR) trade group.
While Brazil may share a language and culture with the Portuguese-speaking nations, politically Lula is
closest to President Mbeki. The South African leader attended Lula's inauguration. Since then, Mbeki and
his emissaries have traveled frequently between Johannesburg and Sao Paulo. Brazil enjoys a trade
surplus with South Africa garnered by growing imports of meat, minerals, fuel, machinery, and
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mechanical appliances. In turn, Brazil is important for South Africa's growing tourism economy, with five
weekly flights between the two capitals. Mbeki referred to the "Brasilia-Pretoria-New Delhi axis" as a
way to confront the powerful countries, not only within the framework of the WTO but also in
international policies. South Africa is Lula's principal ally in the struggle against the negative effects of
globalization.
"We want to develop a strategic policy with the rest of Africa, with China, Russia, India, and Mexico,"
Lula said in Pretoria. "This would guarantee that developing countries at the World Trade Organization
(WTO) can negotiate equitable market access for their products." Regarding their common challenges,
Mbeki said that, although South Africa and Brazil are developing countries with relatively well-developed
economic sectors, those exist alongside serious poverty in their populations. He also said that "both
countries have large black populations who have been victims of discrimination and social exclusion and
who are the majority of the poor and marginalized." While in South Africa, Lula also met with former
President Nelson Mandela at his Johannesburg home before returning to Brazil the evening of Nov. 8.
[Sources: Associated Press, Reuters, 11/05/03; The Financial Times (London), 11/06/03; Notimex,
11/07/03; Spanish news service EFE, 11/06-08/03; BBC News, 11/03/03, 11/05/03, 11/09/03; Inter Press
Service, 11/07/03, 11/10/03]
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Standards
National Standards (McREL) http://www.mcrel.org/
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Geography Standard 9
o Understands the nature, distribution and migration of human populations on Earth's
surface
Geography Standard 10
o Understands the nature and complexity of Earth's cultural mosaics
Geography Standard 12
o Understands the patterns of human settlement and their causes
U.S. History Standard 1
o Understands the characteristics of societies in the Americas, Western Europe, and Western
Africa that increasingly interacted after 1450
U.S. History Standard 3
o Understands why the Americas attracted Europeans, why they brought enslaved Africans
to their colonies and how Europeans struggled for control of North America and the
Caribbean
U.S. History Standard 5
o Understands how the values and institutions of European economic life took root in the
colonies and how slavery reshaped European and African life in the Americas
U.S. History Standard 4
o Understands how agrarian societies spread and new states emerged in the third and second
millennia BCE
U.S. History Standard 29
o Understands the economic, political, and cultural interrelations among peoples of Africa,
Europe, and the Americas between 1500 and 1750
Music Standard 1
o Sings, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music
Music Standard 2
o Performs on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music
Music Standard 4
o Composes and arranges music within specified guidelines
Music Standard 7
o Understands the relationship between music and history and culture
Visual Arts Standard 1
o Understands and applies media, techniques, and processes related to the visual arts
Visual Arts Standard 3
o Knows a range of subject matter, symbols, and potential ideas in the visual arts
Visual Arts Standard 4
o Understands the visual arts in relation to history and cultures

Written by LAII staff, News in the Classroom modules provide an excellent way to bring
Latin American current events into the classroom, while also encouraging literacy
development. Each module is based upon an article in the Latin America Data Base
(LADB), a subscription news service for which teachers can register to receive free access.
For more information, visit http://laii.unm.edu/. This module created by RETANet staff and
updated by Kathryn Peters, LAII Graduate Assistant.
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