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Exploration and Conquest in the Americas

NM Social Studies Standards and Benchmarks

Kindergarten-4th Grades

STRAND : History
Content Standard I: Students are able to identify important people and events in order to analyze 
significant patterns, relationships, themes, ideas, beliefs, and turning points in New Mexico, United 
States, and world history in order to understand the complexity of the human experience.

K-4 Benchmark II-B: Distinguish between natural and human characteristics of places and 
use this knowledge to define regions, their relationships with other regions, and patterns of 
change.
K-4 Benchmark I-D—Skills: Understand time passage and chronology.

STRAND : Geography
Content Standard II: Students understand how physical, natural, and cultural processes influence 
where people live, the ways in which people live, and how societies interact with one another and 
their environments.

K-4 Benchmark II-A: Understand the concept of location by using and constructing maps, 
globes, and other geographic tools to identify and derive information about people, places, 
and environments.
K-4 Benchmark II-B: Distinguish between natural and human characteristics of places and 
use this knowledge to define regions, their relationships with other regions, and patterns of 
change.
K-4 Benchmark II-C: Be familiar with aspects of human behavior and man-made and natural 
environments in order to recognize their impact on the past and present.
K-4 Benchmark II-E: Describe how economic, political, cultural, and social processes inter-
act to shape patterns of human populations, and their interdependence, cooperation, and 
conflict.
K-4 Benchmark II-F: Describe how natural and man-made changes affect the meaning, use, 
distribution, and value of resources.

STRAND: Economics
Content Standard IV: Students understand basic economic principles and use economic reasoning 
skills to analyze the impact of economic systems (including the market economy) on individuals, 
families, businesses, communities, and governments.

K-4 Benchmark IV-A: Understand that individuals, households, businesses, governments, 
and societies make decisions that affect the distribution of resources and that these deci-
sions are influenced by incentives (both economic and intrinsic).
K-4 Benchmark IV-B: Understand that economic systems impact the way individuals, house-
holds, businesses, governments, and societies make decisions about goods and services.
K-4 Benchmark IV-C: Understand the patterns and results of trade and exchange among in-
dividuals, households, businesses, governments, and societies, and their interdependent 
qualities.
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5th-8th Grades

STRAND : History
Content Standard I: Students are able to identify important people and events in order to analyze 
significant patterns, relationships, themes, ideas, beliefs, and turning points in New Mexico, United 
States, and world history in order to understand the complexity of the human experience. Students 
will:

5-8 Benchmark 1-B. United States: analyze and interpret major eras, events and individuals 
from the periods of exploration and colonization through the civil war and reconstruction in 
United States history.
5-8 Benchmark 1-C. World: compare and contrast major historical eras, events and figures 
from ancient civilizations to the age of exploration.
5-8 Benchmark 1-D. Skills: research historical events and people from a variety of perspec-
tives.

STRAND : Geography
Content Standard II: Students understand how physical, natural, and cultural processes influence 
where people live, the ways in which people live, and how societies interact with one another and 
their environments. Students will:

5-8 Benchmark 2-A: analyze and evaluate the characteristics and purposes of geographic 
tools, knowledge, skills and perspectives and apply them to explain the past, present and 
future in terms of patterns, events and issues.
5-8 Benchmark 2-B: explain the physical and human characteristics of places and use this 
knowledge to define regions, their relationships with other regions, and their patterns of 
change.
5-8 Benchmark 2-C: understand how human behavior impacts man-made and natural envi-
ronments, recognize past and present results and predict potential changes.
5-8 Benchmark 2-E: explain how economic, political, cultural and social processes interact to 
shape patterns of human populations and their interdependence, cooperation and conflict.
5-8 Benchmark 2-F: understand the effects of interactions between human and natural sys-
tems in terms of changes in meaning, use, distribution and relative importance of resources.

Strand: Economics
Content Standard IV: Students understand basic economic principles and use economic reasoning 
skills to analyze the impact of economic systems (including the market economy) on individuals, 
families, businesses, communities, and governments. Students will:

5-8 Benchmark 4-C: describe the patterns of trade and exchange in early societies and civili-
zations and explore the extent of their continuation in today’s world:
5-8 Benchmark 4-C: describe the patterns of trade and exchange in early societies and civili-
zations and explore the extent of their continuation in today’s world.
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9th-12th Grades

STRAND: History
Content Standard I: Students are able to identify important people and events in order to analyze 
significant patterns, relationships, themes, ideas, beliefs, and turning points in New Mexico, United 
States, and world history in order to understand the complexity of the human experience. Students 
will:

9-12 benchmark 1-D. Skills: use critical thinking skills to understand and communicate per-
spectives of individuals, groups and societies from multiple contexts:

STRAND : Geography
Content Standard II: Students understand how physical, natural, and cultural processes influence 
where people live, the ways in which people live, and how societies interact with one another and 
their environments. Students will:

9-12 Benchmark 2-B: analyze natural and man-made characteristics of worldwide locales; 
describe regions, their interrelationshipsand patterns of change.
9-12 Benchmark I2-C: analyze the impact of people, places and natural environments upon 
the past and present in terms of our ability to plan for the future.
9-12 Benchmark 2-E: analyze and evaluate how economic, political, cultural and social pro-
cesses interact to shape patterns of human populations and their interdependence, coop-
eration and conflict.

STRAND: Economics
Content Standard IV: Students understand basic economic principles and use economic reasoning 
skills to analyze the impact of economic systems (including the market economy) on individuals, 
families, businesses, communities, and governments. Students will:

9-12 Benchmark 4-A: analyze the ways individuals, households, businesses, governments 
and societies make decisions, are influenced by incentives (economic and intrinsic) and the 
availability and use of scarce resources, and that their choices involve costs and varying ways 
of allocating.
9-12 Benchmark 4-B: analyze and evaluate how economic systems impact the way individu-
als, households, businesses, governments and societies make decisions about resources and 
the production and distribution of goods and services.


