
 
After his death in 1594, Jesuits hailed Gonzalo de Tapia as a proto-martyr of their missions in northwestern 
New Spain. They did not do the same for María, Tapia’s Indigenous translator who died together with him on 
the same day in Tovoropa. In this talk, I o�er a reconstruction of María’s life by piecing together references to 
her in Jesuit letters, anuas, relations, and manuscript histories. Questioning the gendered hierarchies of 
mission histories, I argue that María’s life highlights the important yet often overlooked roles Indigenous 
women played as lay missionaries in the evangelization of Sinaloa in the late sixteenth and early seventeenth 
centuries.

Jason Dyck is a historian of the early modern Spanish world and a Teaching and Learning Librarian at the 
University of Western Ontario. His research focuses on religion, missionary work, sacred history, and Jesuit 
historiography in colonial Latin America.

IMAGE SOURCE: Bernardino de Sahagún et al, Malinche Translating from Palace Roof Top in Florentine Codex, 
1570-1585, Biblioteca Medicea Laurenziana, Italy
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This lecture is free and open to the public. Individuals of all abilities are encouraged to attend LAII-sponsored events. If you 
are a person with a disability who requires a reasonable accommodation in order to participate in one of our events, please 
visit laii.unm.edu/events/accessibility.html. You can find more information on available accommodations on the UNM 
Accessibility Resource Center website. For more information, visit laii.unm.edu or contact laiioutreach@unm.edu.
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