SPANISH RULE AND THE CULT OF
SAINTS IN MEXICO CITY
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In this talk, Dr. Cory Conover draws from his book Pious Imperialism:
Spanish rule and the cult of saints in Mexico City to shift through the
contradictory claims about the role of Catholicism in the Spanish Empire
over the long seventeenth century. Using the story of an accidental Mexican
martyr, Conover weaves together a global history from missionaries in
Japan, to politics of Rome, to the religious culture of Mexico City. An
innovative focus on Catholic worship reveals the surprising pervasiveness of
Spanish holy figures who disseminated imperialism to parishioners. It also
shows how colonial peoples established themselves within the sanctity of
Catholic liturgy thus setting a religious stage for later independence

movements.

Cory Conover is Associate Professor of History at Augustana University. His
research interests concentrate on the culture of the Spanish Catholic Church
and the religious experience of colonial Latin America. His book, Pious
imperialism: Spanish rule and the cult of saints in Mexico City (University of
New Mexico, 2019) focused on the Mexican saint San Felipe de Jesus. Other
recent publications include “The politics of worship in nineteenth-century
Mexico,” in the Journal of Religion and Society and “La literatura
hagiografica” in Nueva Historia de la Iglesia en México edited by Juan Carlos
Casas. His current project examines the morality and discipline of the

secular clergy in the American Spanish Empire.
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This lecture is free and open to the public. Individuals of all abilities are encouraged to attend LAIll-sponsored events. If you are a person with a

disability who requires a reasonable accommodation in order to participate in one of our events, please visit

laii.unm.edu/events/accessibility.html. You can find more information on available accommodations on the UNM Accessibility Resource Center

website. For more information, visit laii.unm.edu or contact laiioutreach@unm.edu.



