
Patricia Foxen will discuss her book "In Search of Providence: Transnational Mayan 
Identities" and the new updates made to the reprint as well as her thoughts on 
the current migration situation.

Patricia Foxen is the Deputy Director of Research at UnidosUS (formerly the National Council of 
La Raza). She oversees UnidosUS’ policy-oriented research and focuses on developing new 
research on Latino children and youth, discrimination, socioemotional health and wellbeing. Dr. 
Foxen is a cultural anthropologist who has worked extensively with Latino immigrant and 
refugee communities in the U.S. and Canada, as well as in Latin America. 

Her anthropological research focuses on the intersection of violence, migration, and culture, 
particularly among indigenous Central American migrants; she is the author of the book In 
Search of Providence: Transnational Mayan Identities (Vanderbilt University Press, 2008. 
Updated Edition, 2020). She has taught at Vanderbilt University and the University of Toronto 
and has been a visiting fellow at Yale University and American University. She has served on 
various boards and advisory bodies including the Population Reference Bureau, Child Trends, 
the Guatemala Human Rights Commission, and the Alianza for Latino Youth Justice. She holds a 
doctoral degree in anthropology and a master ’s degree in medical anthropology from McGill 
University in Montreal, a Master of Public Health degree from Columbia University, and a 
bachelor ’s degree in sociology from Bryn Mawr College.

This lecture is free and open to the public. Individuals of all abilities are encouraged to attend LAII-sponsored 
events. If you are a person with a disability who requires a reasonable accommodation in order to participate in 
one of our events, please visit laii.unm.edu/events/accessibility.html. You can find more information on available 
accommodations on the UNM Accessibility Resource Center website. For more information, visit laii.unm.edu or 
contact laiioutreach@unm.edu.
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